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Longworth and SFS deliver striking copper exterior 
for Glasgow Centre for Virus Research 

Situation
Design expertise and high quality NVELOPE support systems from SFS, have helped to 
provide The Centre for Virus Research with an aesthetically pleasing and state-of-the-art 
facility, which since completion, has achieved BREEAM Excellent status.

The aim of this £20 million project was to bring scientists researching viruses and viral 
diseases in humans and animals together under one roof. 

Solution
Building envelope specialist, Longworth was the contractor for this project, and was 
responsible for specifying and installing the main façade. With the objective being to 
create an aesthetically pleasing end result, Longworth required a reliable cladding support 
system that would not disrupt the design of the façade.

"Having previously worked with NVELOPE and been impressed by the quality and 
affordability of its products, and the quick delivery it offers, we knew that NVELOPE was 
the right manufacturer for this project" commented Stephen Barrett, Commercial Director 
Longworth. "We once again made use of its project builder design service, as it provides 
us with accurate wind load calculations and pricing. We value this extra service, as it 
eliminates any surprises on-site."

Longworth specified NVELOPE NV1 brackets and rail system to fix 1,500m² of copper 
cladding. The project, which required the new facility to link to the two existing buildings, 
took two years to complete. To check the workmanship and design performance of this 
project, the Centre for Window and Cladding Technology (CWCT) conducted a rigorous 
test of the cladding against water resistance. The test achieved highest scores, which in 
turn proved the efficiency of the products used. On completion, the building was given a 
BREEAM Excellent status.

Project highlights

Client
University of Glasgow; Medical 
Research Council

Architect
Sheppard Robson Architects

Main contractor
Laing O'Rourke

Sub-contractor
Longworth

Location
Glasgow

Application
NVELOPE NV1

Project value 
£23,000,000


